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Smoke Free Illinois -- Guide for General Public
On January 1, 2008, all public places and places of employment in Illinois – including bars, taverns, casinos, and restaurants will be required to go smoke free, protecting employees and the general public from the dangers of secondhand smoke.
Secondhand smoke kills an estimated 65,000 people every year, and is the 3rd leading cause of preventable death in America. According to the US Surgeon General, there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke. Exposure to secondhand smoke has substantial and immediate adverse effects on the cardiovascular system. It is also proven to increase the risk of developing lung cancer, heart disease, emphysema and asthma.  
With Illinois joining the growing number of states who are protecting their citizens from this public health danger, here are some basic answers to questions about Illinois’ new law taking effect January 1st.
When does Illinois go smoke-free? 

Beginning at midnight on January 1, 2008, the Smoke Free Illinois Act prohibits smoking in all indoor workplaces and public places including bars/taverns, restaurants, private clubs, and casinos.

What are the exceptions to the Smoke Free Illinois Act? 

The following locations are exempt from the Smoke Free Illinois Act.

· Private Residences (except when used as a  business, childcare, adult care, or health care facility)

· Private Vehicles

· 25% of hotel/motel rooms may be permanently designated smoking rooms

· Retail Tobacco Stores (may not serve food or drink and must derive 80% of gross receipts from the sale of tobacco products)
· Private/Semi-Private rooms in nursing homes or long term care facilities 

How will the Smoke Free Illinois Act be enforced? 

The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) is the lead state agency responsible for enforcement, however, local health departments and local law enforcement entities are also authorized to enforce.  IDPH will process complaints and document violations.  IDPH will refer complaints to the local area health department or local law enforcement for further investigation and to assess penalties. 

What are the penalties? 

Both the individual as well as the business or establishment can be fined under this law. 

· Individual Fines

· $100 - $250

· Business Owner Fines

· First Violation: Not less than $250

· Second Violation: Not less than $500 

(Within one year of the first violation.)

· Additional Violations: Not less than $2500

(Each additional violation within one year.)

How can I file a complaint? 


Complaints can be filed with the Illinois Department of Public Health. To file a complaint by phone, call 217-782-4977 or visit www.smoke-free.illinois.gov. An employee or patron may contact IDPH to file a complaint against you and/or your establishment. Your local municipality might also have a local complaint process that you may use.  Contact them for details.

Does the ordinance prohibit smoking outdoors? 


Smoking in outdoor areas is not prohibited. However, the law does prohibit smoking within fifteen (15) feet of all entrances, windows, and ventilation intakes. 

Do signs need to be posted? 

Signs clearly stating smoking is prohibited must be prominently displayed at all public and employee entrances. Signs must bear the international ‘No Smoking’ symbol or the words “No Smoking”, and be no smaller than 5”x7”.  The sign should also bear the phone number and website for reporting violations.  Letters, numbers and symbols must be of sufficient size to be clearly legible to an individual of normal vision from a distance of 5 feet. Free signs may be downloaded at www.smoke-free.illinois.gov.   

Where can I get information about how to quit smoking? 

There are many smoking cessation resources available. The Illinois Tobacco Quitline, 1-866-QUIT-YES (866-784-8937), provides one-on-one phone counseling and support for smokers. When a smoker calls, they are provided encouragement, a personalized plan and tools to quit smoking. Services are free of charge to all residents of Illinois. The Illinois Tobacco Quitline can also provide you with information on other smoking cessation services available in your area, or you may contact your local public health department.

Where can I get more information about the new Smoke Free Illinois law? 

You can learn more about the new law by contacting the Illinois Department of Public Health at 217-782-4977 or by visiting www.smoke-free.illinois.org.
