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Strong Support for the Smoke-free Law in Public Places

Survey of Illinois Voters
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Methodology

� Statewide Telephone Survey

— 606 Illinois registered voters (4% margin of error)

— Listed sample

— May 28 to June 1, 2008 (1st wave May 29 to 31, 2007)
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Favor Oppose Favor Oppose

As you may know, a law went into effect in January 

prohibiting smoking in nearly all indoor public places 

including workplaces, bars, restaurants, and casinos. 
Do you favor or oppose this law?

2007 2008

+38 +48

As you may know, the Illinois state legislature passed a bill 

banning smoking in nearly all indoor public places including 

workplaces, bars, restaurants, and casinos. Do you favor or 
oppose this bill?

Stronger Support for the Smoke-free Law
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A Broad Coalition of Support

382968253560Southern IL

402667313464Northern IL

562278472573Suburbs

462572383068Chicago

621780552276College grad

422769373169HS grad

323365144054HS or less

442872323364Republicans

482371373067Independents

532376442771Democrats

482573383068Total

Favor – OpposeOpposeFavorFavor – OpposeOpposeFavor

20082007
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Some people have proposed exempting casinos from the smoke-free law, meaning smoking would be allowed inside 

casinos. Do you think casinos should be exempted from the smoke-free law or should they be included in the law?
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Oppose Casino Exemption 
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No difference
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Would you be more likely or less likely to go to a casino if casinos were exempted from the law and allowed smoking?

Voters Less Likely to Frequent Casinos if Exempted
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In general, do you feel that exposure to secondhand smoke is a serious health hazard, a moderate health hazard, a 

minor health hazard, or not a health hazard at all? 

The Dangers of Secondhand Smoke
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Clean air much Clean air somewhat Smoke much Smoke somewhat

Now, let me read you two statements and please tell me which comes closer to your view.

People should have a right to breath clean and health air in in-door public places, free from second-hand smoke.

OR

Smokers should have a right to smoke in-door places free from government interference.
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Right to Smoke Free Air
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Agree Disagree

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree

Please tell me if you agree or disagree with the following statements?

No worker in Illinois should be exposed to second-hand smoke, including bartenders, 

waiters and waitresses. 
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Protecting Employees from the Dangers of Secondhand 
Smoke
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Strongly agree Somewhat agree Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree

Please tell me if you agree or disagree with the following statements?

88
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22

Protecting Employees from the Dangers of Secondhand 
Smoke

Total Smoker

Restaurants, bars and casinos are much healthier for customers and employees now that 

they are smoke free. 
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Do not go to bars 

and restaurants

No difference

More enjoyable

Less enjoyable

Don’t know/refused

Since this smoke-free law has been in effect, would you say that going to bars and restaurants has been a more 
enjoyable experience or a less enjoyable experience?

The Benefits of Smoke-free Establishments
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